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// Letter from the President 
The year 2021 has been full of changes and transitions. 
But through them all, God has continued to provide for 
Redeemer and we continue to trust in his leading. 


// First 12 BBA Grads Received Degrees in June 
The new bachelor of business administration degree better 
reflects the calibre and range of courses across multiple business 
disciplines that are taken by Redeemer's business students. 


// Enrolment Surpasses 1,000 forthe First Time 4 ae a. 

A strong incoming class in fall 2021 following last year's cp ios 

record-setting cohort helps set another record for enrolment Wid G: <7 
Le 


at Redeemer. 


// New Facility Named Charis Live and 
Learn Centre 
The name for the new residence and learning facility 
references God's grace to us through Jesus Christ and 
Redeemer's mission which integrates life and learning. 


22 // Processing 
Through Prose 
English writing students 
Michelle Wright and Ben 
Wright channeled their 
pandemic experiences 
into a riveting anthology 
of creative non-fiction. 


32 // The Art 

of Attachment 
Betty Brouwer '88, 
Redeemer's 2021 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award recipient, 
reaches Hamilton 
youth with compassion 
and creativity. 


42 // Remembering 
Those in Prison 

Dr. Aaron Griffith, 
assistant professor 

of history at Whitworth 
University and Redeemer's 
2021 Emerging Public 
Intellectual Award 
winner, is exploring the 
connection between 
evangelical Christianity 
and the American 
criminal justice system. 
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Faithful. 
‘hrough 


HE YEAR 2027 has been full of changes and transitions. 
The global pandemic continues to have a significant impact on 
the Redeemer experience and campus operations. There have 

also been considerable changes, including saying goodbye last 


An update from 
Redeemer’s 


| nte ri mM April to president Dr. Robert J. Graham and watching a major construction 
. project significantly transform the campus. Through all of this God has 
p resi d © nt continued to provide for Redeemer as we trust in his leading. 


This September, we welcomed 1,014 students to the university, the largest 
enrolment in Redeemer’s history and the first time Redeemer has served 
more than 1,000 students! We praise God for the privilege of walking with 
this many students on their educational journey. It was energizing to see 
clubs, chapel, student activities and varsity sports resume, even in light of 
COVID-19 protocols that help us make health and safety an ongoing priority 
as well. As part of the effort to serve as many students as possible, we are 
also grateful to be offering both in-person and online learning options 
through dual delivery this academic year. 


As interim president, one of the pleasures I have is meeting many of the donors 
and members who make Redeemer possible. On October 1, Redeemer held its 
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annual general meeting and 12 new board members were elected. I am deeply 
grateful and humbled by the number of highly qualified, skilled individuals 
whose passion for Christian university education and willingness to serve 

in this critical governance role make Redeemer possible. 


Finally, | want to share that Redeemer’s board of governors has appointed 

a president search committee to fill the president position on a permanent 
basis. The search committee includes board members, and representation 
from faculty, alumni and staff. Co-chaired by Lloyd Rang (past board chair) 
and Denis St. Amour (current board chair), the committee has acquired the 
services of an expert third-party search firm and is working toward the goal 
of filling the position as soon as possible in the new year. Please pray that 
the search for Redeemer’s next president is successful, that God's leading 
will be clear, and that Redeemer’s name and reputation will be further 
enhanced to God’s glory and for his purpose. 


Throughout nearly four decades of Redeemer’s history, God has been faithfully 
present, using this institution to mold, shape and grow Redeemer graduates 
to share the hope we have in Jesus Christ. Next year, Redeemer will celebrate 
its 40th anniversary. As we prepare a modest celebration for the fall, we can 
look back and be reminded of his faithfulness to Redeemer for his Kingdom 
purposes. It is in looking back that we gain the grounding and motivation 

to move forward, anticipating his continued faithfulness. He is able to do 
immeasurably more than we ask or imagine. 


‘ 


—_ a 


- Dr. David Zietsma 
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irst 12 BBA 


rads Received™=— 
egrees in June 


WELVE REDEEMER BUSINESS ¢erads crossed the 
virtual stage in June and received Redeemer’s first bachelor of 
business administration (BBA) degrees. The BBA is more readily 
recognized as a business degree than a bachelor of arts (BA) by 
employers, professional associations and graduate schools. 


The new bachelor 
of business 
administration 
degree better 


refl ects th eca | i b re “Seeing the first cohort of BBA graduates receive their degree is a fulfillment 
of Redeemer’s strategic effort to expand degrees and accreditations in order 
an d range of to ensure student and graduate success,’ said Dr. David Zietsma, interim 


president. “It is a key part of Learn. Forward. Strategic Plan 2025. Students 
COUrSes across in Ontario now have the unique opportunity to study business from a Christian 
mu Iti p | e bu SINeSS perspective grounded in a liberal arts and sciences approach, and to receive 


d iSci ol nes that are a BBA after successfully doing that.” 


ta ke n by Red eeme rs Redeemer continues to enhance its program array in order to prepare students 
- to be innovative, collaborative, problem-solving critical thinkers, ready to fill the 
bu siness stu d ents. opportunities of the marketplace and meet the needs of society. In December 


2020, this forward momentum reached new heights when the Government 

of Ontario passed Bill 213, giving Redeemer the authority to grant 20 possible 
new degrees, including the BBA. Since then, the university has undertaken an 
independent internal comparison of its BA with BBA degrees offered by several 
other Canadian universities. Changes have been incorporated into a slightly 
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enhanced program and 12 graduates 
were found already eligible to receive 
the new degree. 


“We are tremendously excited to 
have Redeemer’s business program 
offered as a bachelor of business 
administration degree,” said Susan 
Van Weelden, dean of business. 
“This is a real win for students! 

It makes their degree more relevant 
in a competitive workforce. It also 
eliminates confusion about the 
excellent professional preparation 
provided by a Redeemer business 
degree that builds on a solid liberal 
arts and sciences foundation” 


Redeemer’s first BBA grads agree. 


“I was excited to learn that I would 

be able to graduate with a BBA 

since a bachelor of arts wasn’t as 
representative of the type of learning 
we go through in the business 
program, said marketing grad Grace 
DeGelder, one of the 12 to be awarded 
the BBA this month. “Having a BBA 
makes my education more applicable 
for a variety of business positions and 
streams, which is exciting and gives 
me more confidence applying for jobs” 


The BBA degrees in all four 
concentrations (accounting, 
management, marketing and not- 
for-profit) include slightly enhanced 
course requirements. The new larger 
degree program will make Redeemer’s 
graduates more competitive with 
students graduating from other BBA 
and bachelor of commerce (BComm) 
programs in Canada. The program 

is also providing students with the 
additional breadth and depth required 
to succeed in the business world, 

and with a degree that will remain 
competitive in the workforce. 


“When I was told that I could graduate 
with a BBA, I was elated! I know this 
program will also help attract future 
Redeemer business students,’ said 
management grad Quinton Regnerus. 
“Redeemer's business program has 


Having a BBA makes my 
education more applicable for 
a variety of business positions 
and streams, whichis exciting 
and gives me more confidence 
applying for jobs.” 


prepared me for my future by teaching me how to communicate effectively 
and work well in a team. I have learned that these are both very important 
skills in today’s world. Redeemer has emphasized the importance of Christian 
principles in the workforce. This has given me a great foundation to build on 
as I begin my career? 


Redeemer business alumni also recognize the benefits that the new BBA 
brings in light of an ever-changing business world. Joel Span, Redeemer 
business alumnus and director, technical accounting at Beacon Rail in 
Luxembourg, says Redeemer’s business education provided him not only 

the tools required to succeed in the CPA program, but also introduced him 
to KPMG through the co-op program. Redeemer’s co-op, or work-integrated 
learning, provided him with the opportunity to enter his field of study earlier 
and apply hands-on what he had learned in class. 


“In many ways I see it as a refinement of the brand rather than a fundamental 
change in the underlying education,’ says Span. “Early in one’s career, the brand 
recognition of the degree [nomenclature] is critical in conveying a clear and 
consistent message about what the prospective candidate has learned during 
their studies. One common question I receive from friends is ‘Why do you 
have a degree in arts?’ so this is a welcome change.” @ 


Enrolment 


Surpasses 
1,000 for the 
First Time 


A strong incoming class in fall 2021 
following last year’s record-setting 

cohort helps set another record for 
enrolment at Redeemer. 


OR THE FIRST time in Redeemer’s nearly 

40-year history, the university welcomed more 

than 1,000 students with a total enrolment of 1,014. 

Enrolment growth has been strong for the past three 
years. A 42 per cent reduction in tuition in 2019 for Canadian 
undergraduate students, along with gaining the authority to 
grant up to 20 possible new degrees and officially change the 
school’s name to Redeemer University, implementation of a new 
brand and forward momentum from the 2025 strategic plan, 
are all contributing to growth. 


Once again, Redeemer’s dual-delivery model, maximizing 
in-person learning and integrating it with the richest online 
experience possible, gave students flexibility during the 
unpredictable events of the ongoing pandemic. Approximately 
85 per cent are participating in person this fall. 

“Were excited to have crossed this significant enrolment milestone? 
says interim president Dr. David Zietsma. “Redeemer's continued 
growth indicates that we have something special and desirable to 
offer students - an education for the whole person that weaves 

faith throughout the entire experience” 


SINCE TUITION RESTRUCTURING 
IN 2019, REDEEMER HAS SEEN 

AN ENROLMENT INCREASE OF 
OVER 47 PER CENT. 
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The incoming class of 330 students includes 
298 undergraduate, 61 bachelor of education 
and 11 gap year students in Redeemer’s Act Five 
program. Total enrolment is up 13.2 per cent 
from last year. 


Since the tuition restructuring in 2019, Redeemer 
has seen an enrolment increase of over 47 per cent. 


Big changes on campus to accommodate this 
growing student population are well underway. 
In particular, the new Charis Live and Learn 
Centre with 170 beds, classrooms, student 
common areas and a makerspace is aiming 

to partially open later this term, reaching full 
completion next spring. 


A new bachelor of business administration (BBA) 
was launched this spring, new schools of business 
and education are in place, and additional degrees 
and accreditations are being explored. 


“Affordable tuition was critical to removing 
barriers to a Christian university education 

at Redeemer,’ says Zietsma. “At the same time, 
we are investing heavily in student and graduate 
success to provide an education that is relevant 
and prepares tomorrow’s Christian leaders for 

a rapidly changing world” @ 


New Facility 
Named Charis 
Live and 
Learn Centre 


The name for the new 
residence and learning 
facility references God’s 
grace to us through Jesus 
Christ and Redeemer’s 
mission which integrates 
life and learning. 


HE NEW RESIDENCE 

and learning facility nearing completion 

at the centre of campus has been named 

the Charis Live and Learn Centre. Charis 
(KARE-iss) is derived from a Greek word meaning 
grace, kindness and life. The concept of God's grace 
to us through Jesus Christ is at the heart of the 
gospel and is therefore universally treasured by 
Christians. 


“We’re pleased to be able to 


present a name for the new 
building that reflects the 
heart of the Christian faith, 
the grace and forgiveness we 


receive through Jesus Christ.” 


A working group with representatives from alumni, faculty, 
staff and students conducted a thorough process to develop 

the new name, including collecting input from the community. 
Multiple submissions as part of that process referenced grace 
and themes of grace. Others suggested Redeemer choose 

a name that would bring diverse stakeholder audiences 
together as a reflection of the close-knit, caring, spiritually 
vibrant community for which Redeemer is well known. 


“We're pleased to be able to present a name for the new building 
that reflects the heart of the Christian faith, the grace and 
forgiveness we receive through Jesus Christ,” said Dr. David 
Zietsma, interim president. “While the Redeemer community 

is made up of members of many different denominations, one 
thing that unites us all is the gift of grace” 


Though not unique or limited to the Reformed tradition, 
the doctrines of grace, otherwise known as the five Solas 
(Sola Scriptura, Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Solus Christus, Soli 
Deo Gloria) were foundational to the Reformation in which 
Redeemer is deeply rooted. This connects the name to the 
history of the university in a way that invites others into 
the tradition. 


The layout and location of the Charis Live and Learn Centre, 
a key initiative of Learn. Forward. Redeemer’s 2025 Strategic 
Plan, flow directly out of Redeemer’s mission to provide an 
education that integrates faith and encompasses all of life 
and learning. The new centre will have 170 beds in two-, 
four-, six- and eight-student units, each with kitchens 

and common space, as well as classrooms and breakout 
space on the lower level. The centre will also encompass the 
new Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship complete 
with a makerspace. 


Redeemer broke ground on the Charis Live and Learn Centre 
last fall and plans a partial opening later this term. Alumni will 
be raising funds this fall to assist in the furnishing of the centre. 
A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the grand opening is planned 
for spring 2022. @ 
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ethos, and out of that flows an 
education that prepares students 
to be Kingdom-centred innovators. 


The logo itself is a testament to this. 
eC Alongside sporting colours that align 
with Redeemer’s main brand, the 


arrangement of the numbers and 
letters stand out without devaluing 
oO oO S t Oo re its connection to the university. For 
internal audiences, it’s also a fun play 
on words since 21Five is the place for 
“all things Redeemer?” 


Re i a U ni Cc h e@ & “As a university store, we're the place 


to find textbooks but also items 
such as apparel, diploma frames 


|_| 
and giftware,” says manager Kristel 
Forcier. “At the same time, we're 
also a Christian bookstore where 


our customers can purchase Bibles, 
Bible studies, devotionals, books 


Redeemer’s campus bookstore premieres ein Chistian Wing and Chasiini 
its new name and look storybooks for children. This will 


help us build relationships with local 
churches and schools by giving them a 


lace to buy books and other products 
HE BOOKSTORE HAS long been a staple of campus P aie aie 
. : . : ; ate for their students and congregants: 
life at Redeemer University. This summer, it was revitalized 
with a new name and brand that links to the wider mission 
of the university, making it unique to Redeemer while still 
appealing to a larger community interested in merchandise and literature 
from the Reformed tradition. 


In keeping with this, an online 

store was launched for those who 
are unable to buy things in person. 

A notable service it provides is Books 
on Beds, which allows students 

to have their textbooks for the 
semester delivered right to their 
dorms before they move in. 


The store’s new name is 21Five, a reference to Revelation 21:5: “He who is seated 
on the throne said, ‘I am making all things new.” This is fitting for an institution 
where faculty are engaged in teaching, research and learning that reflects a 


Christian worldview. Faculty publications are at the heart of the store’s new 


“Starting at a new school is 
overwhelming, and we wanted 

to offer something to ease that 
stress a little bit? says Forcier. 
The physical store also underwent 


renovations to become more of 
a community hub on campus. 


Significant changes include a comfortable sitting area, a sliding door 

that allows the store to spill out into the hallways and commons and 

a reconfigured storage area as well as new flooring, paint and lighting. 
While the online store launched August 3, the physical store will welcome 
customers once Ontario reopens and Redeemer can have outside visitors. 
When this happens, the hope is to host additional events like book and 
poetry readings and low-key music performances. In both the physical store 
and online, a particular emphasis will be on maintaining an inventory of 
books written by Redeemer faculty and steeped in the rich knowledge of the 
Reformed Christian worldview. 


“At a university anchored in the Reformed Christian tradition, 21Five reflects 
the depth and riches of Reformed Christian theology and philosophy as well 

as scholarship from a Reformed Christian perspective across many disciplines, 
says Dr. David Zietsma, interim president. “The rebrand and relaunch of the 
campus bookstore help drive Redeemer’s unique mission forward, supporting 
efforts to bring Christ’s lordship to all areas of life and preparing students to 
bring the love and hope of Christ to wherever they are called. Whether it’s 
through Redeemer apparel or books exploring various issues and topics from 

a Reformed Chrisitan perspective, we are excited that 21Five will benefit the 
wider Christian community even as it blesses students and faculty.” 


While you wait to visit 21Five in person, browse or place an order in the online store 
at 21five.ca. You can also keep up with the newest arrivals, blog posts from the 
Redeemer community and more by following @21FiveBookstore on Instagram. 


21 Five is your one-stop 


Jato) om olar-l i mualiave|sm acevo (=~) pale 
We have everything you need 
to show your love of Redeemer 
proudly! 


We also carry a wide variety 
fo} maja kessmnom => del-lalemellmll el g-1 AVA 
/Natoim come lola at-\-muaarele 
NWolU com lete) <i ale mel am cmer-lal 
order it in for you! We offer 

SJ ale) olialem-lave mere) ali. led [<1 

pick up. 


Please email us at books@ 
redeemer.ca today with 
any questions or inquiries. 
We would love to serve you. 


LEANING IN TO... 


Nei [o}-1-1 ai ole) eke 
how Redeemer’s 
2025 Strategic 

ao lami-manke)alare maal= 
Tasaehaenacolammelanielae| 
ohVa-14 a -Jalehdal-saliare mie) 
igeXoha-me late ml ahc—-19 1 ale) 
Tama 4ereK-Jalmelare 
graduate success. 


Four key strategies 
to accomplish the 


vision 

you take a walk around Redeemer's campus these days, you can InGEeOse 

see evidence of the history and tradition of the nearly 40-year- Reformed 

old institution, but there's something else too. There's a feeling of Christian 

excitement and energy. There are many new faces, including new Worldview 
faculty, students and staff, and changes to the makeup of campus, with a new Integration 
building about to open, fresh and modern parking and many more upgrades. 
There are new degrees and new technology all contributing to a sense of moving 
forward, of innovation and change. 
Much of what is happening at Redeemer flows out of Learn. Forward., the 2025 nEOVare 
Strategic Plan. Building on a rich Reformed heritage that seeks the redemption for Student 
of all things through Christ, Redeemer's vision is to see Kingdom-centred, in- and Graduate 
novative graduates make a profound impact in a rapidly changing, complex and Success 
digital world. People are catching sight of this vision (with significantly lower tul- 
tion), and enrolment continues to climb. 
“Despite a challenging context in which to work amidst a global pandemic, this Investin 
is an exciting time of growth for Redeemer,” said Dr. David Zietsma, interim Contemporary 
president. "There is an incredible momentum as doors open and opportunities . ’ 
abound. Looking at the past few years, it's clear to me that God is at work at Sustainable 
Redeemer, and he is at work in the hearts and lives of students, faculty and staff.” Facilities 
MORE THAN A BUZZWORD 
“Career paths are rarely linear anymore, and the challenges of society are multi-di- Foster 
mensional. Everyone is talking about innovation for a reason, It is a key requirement a Healthy 
of education in a fast-paced, increasingly digital world, and Redeemer needs to pre- Workplace 
pare graduates to think differently,” says Zietsma. “Being innovative and entrepre- Culture 


neurial has become a fundamental skill for graduates of all disciplines. A key initiative 
of the strategic plan is to launch a Centre for Innovation and Entrepreneurship that 
supports and enhances the university's liberal arts and sciences approach.” 


Learn. Forward. also seeks to add new degree programs and accreditations 
that provide students with the competitive edge they need to embark on ca- 
reer paths where the future is evolving. Redeemer gained authority to offer new 
degrees in December 2020 with the passing of Bill 213. A bachelor of business 
administration was launched in late spring, and a proposal for a new bachelor of 
kinesiology is nearing completion that would see this new degree being offered 
within the next year. The university is also exploring other business and environ- 
mental science accreditations to strengthen its programs in the coming years. 


Supporting this work, is a newly implemented academic structure. This structure 
consolidates Redeemer's academic divisions and departments into Areas and 
Schools. As part of the new structure, Redeemer has launched new Schools of 
Business and Education. The School of Education more clearly indicates the unique 
nature of Redeemer's bachelor of education programs -- which are second-degree 
programs -- as distinct from the rest of its undergraduate programming. 
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Conversation-Starting 
Books in Mentoring 
Program 


Work and Worship: 
Reconnecting Our Labour 
and Liturgy 


by Matthew Kaemingk 
and Cory B. Willson 


Jesus and John Wayne: 
How White Evangelicals 
Corrupted a Faith and 
Fractured a Nation 

by Kristen Kobes Du Mez 


Reading the Times: 

A Literary and Theological 
Inquiry into the News 

by Jeffrey Bilbro 


JESUS 
THE GREAT 


PHI i 


AAT ily 
OLR MOMG. 


Tels 


fi 


Jesus the Great 
Philosopher: Rediscovering 
the Wisdom Needed for the 
Good Life 

by Jonathan T. Pennington 


16 


Reading While Black: 
African American Biblical 
Interpretation as an 
Exercise in Hope 

by Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley 
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“Nearly all other teacher education programs in the province are housed in their 
own faculty or schools,” says Dr. Kyle Spyksma, interim vice president, academ- 
ic. “Redeemer's School of Education will line up with the industry standard and 
allow Redeemer to position its strong and uniquely Christian teacher education 
programs effectively.” 


With the launch of Redeemer's new bachelor of business of administration, 
the time was right to set up the university's business programs in a School of 
Business. “This new structure can be a springboard for future developments 
and growth in Redeemer's business programs. It also signifies the university's 
commitment to providing a holistic and faith-based approach to rigorous train- 
ing of Christian business leaders,” says Spyksma. 


[A[E 


edeemer’'s School of Education 
will line up with the industry 
standard and allow Redeemerto 
position its strong and uniquely 
Christian teacher education 
programs effectively.” 


LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 


Part of developing Redeemer students holistically means providing opportunities to 
acquire skills and knowledge both inside and outside the classroom. While the uni- 
versity gave special focus to this anumber of years ago with the launch of the Centre 
for Experiential Learning and Careers, which facilitates experiential opportunities 
like co-ops and internships, there are countless other learning opportunities outside 
the classroom that make up the Redeemer student experience. The university is ex- 
ploring the opportunity to develop a co-curricular transcript for students that would 
allow for more official documentation of a student's activities and the skills and ex- 
perience that have been gained from these activities. A co-curricular transcript can 
complement a résumé and allow students to emphasize leadership experience and 
skill development attained through involvement in student government, clubs, ser- 
vice opportunities and more to potential employers and graduate programs. 


The chaplaincy program at Redeemer is also continuing efforts to integrate faith 
into all aspects of a student's life. This past September, the first ever Discipleship 
Week focusing on how to follow Jesus in all aspects of life, involved two chapel ser- 
vices with a guest speaker that focused on a clear vision of discipleship and time 
for discussion. This annual week aims to help students understand the current call 
of Christ in their academic season of life while preparing them for a life of leader- 
ship and service wherever the Lord leads them. It's a time for students to attend to 
their whole formation, especially their spiritual formation, both in class and beyond. 


Various student-led clubs were invited to launch during 
the week as a way to create synergy and momentum 
for the whole year. Chaplaincy plans to expand on this 
model in the coming years. 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
TO BE REFORMED? 


One of the pillars of the strategic plan is enhancing 
the integration of the Reformed Christian worldview. 
As a Christian university, Redeemer has a unique ac- 
ademic mission centred around Christ's lordship and 
comprehensive work in all areas of life and learning. 
Living out that mission and translating that worldview 
well for students in all disciplines requires intentional 
integration across the curriculum and campus life. 
The aim is to shape students through a whole-person 
experience which includes a deepened faith, a life of 
worship and solid preparation for exercising their 
God-given talents and abilities in their careers, call- 
ings and communities after graduation. Redeemer is 
investing in this integration in a number of areas. 


Deepening What's at the Core 

At the heart of every undergraduate degree at 
Redeemer is a core curriculum that expands student 
perspectives beyond their major and roots their en- 
tire degree in a Reformed Christian worldview. As stu- 
dents explore their gifts and think about their future 
careers, the core encourages them to think broadly 
and critically about the topics and information they 
are encountering. These forays beyond specialization 
enable students to be versatile problem-solvers and 
to work collaboratively in interdisciplinary teams. 


“We're pleased to have hired two accomplished and 
enthusiastic new faculty members to teach and pro- 
vide leadership in the core," says Dr. Karen Dielemen, 
interim associate vice president and dean, academic. 
In the past, the core program has been overseen by 
a committee of faculty members, but with the addi- 
tion of professors Dr. Amber Bowen and Dr. Doug 
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We're pleased to 
have hired two 
accomplished and 
enthusiastic new 
faculty members to 
teach and provide 
leadership in 
the core.” 


Sikkema, the program will transition to a smaller but 
more singularly focused team of faculty for its over- 
sight within the humanities area. 


Launched in 2015, the “new” core is already undergo- 
ing an extensive internal review to measure its effec- 
tiveness and listen to faculty and student perceptions 
of the program. The goal is ongoing improvement and 
long-term sustainability. 


“Faculty members from across many areas of the uni- 
versity including social sciences, business, ministry, 
English, history, philosophy and health sciences have 
been involved in teaching core courses. It's import- 
ant to understand faculty enthusiasm for instructing 
in this area as well as how to support and encourage 
them as they take on teaching commitments in the 
core,” says Dieleman. 


Redeemer's significant enrolment growth over the 
past few years has posed some unique challenges. 
With large incoming cohorts that all need to take core 
courses, class sizes are increasing. For example, the 
core capstone course in fourth year is an experiential 
learning opportunity that develops students’ project 
management and problem solving skills. Students are 
divided into groups to tackle a project, often with an 
external community or city partner. Finding enough 
appropriate and meaningful projects in the communi- 
ty or City of Hamilton and matching them to available 
faculty as the number of student groups grows re- 
quires significant management and resourcing to pro- 
vide students with opportunities such as collaborating 


with peers, cultivating relationships, thinking outside 
of their area of study, working with external partners 
and meeting professional quality expectations. 


“It sets the bar high," says Dieleman. “It's a really valu- 
able experience for them. Many students have com- 
mented that the capstone course stretched them in 
ways that were really significant.” 


As Dieleman leads the internal review to comple- 
tion, she and other faculty reviewers will identify key 
areas for growth. Possibilities include opportunities 
for expanded writing instruction, inclusion of more 
Indigenous content, and further exploration of how 
our digital society shapes our identities, all from a 
Reformed Christian perspective. 


Faculty Mentoring 

Faculty onboarding has begun to incorporate more 
intentional development of the Reformed worldview 
and how it integrates into curriculum, research and 
the student experience. A new cohort of faculty who 
joined Redeemer this summer were able to attend 
enhanced research and development sessions as 
part of research week attended by faculty colleagues. 


For nearly two decades, Redeemer's faculty mentoring 
program focused on the roots of the Reformed tradi- 
tion, the use of Scripture in scholarship and the impli- 
cations for the calling of faculty in our culture. That em- 
phasis remains, but new elements will be added. New 
to the director of mentoring role this year, Dr. Robert 
Joustra plans to build on a model of cohort mentoring 


with a group of as many as seven faculty mem- 
bers new to Redeemer this year. The cohort will 
be bringing them into book-based discussions 
that have already been happening on campus, 
like those on issues of race with the involvement 
of scholars like Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley and his 
book Reading While Black: African American 
Biblical Interpretation as an Exercise in Hope. 


“We'll be working our way through some of 
the really contemporary, urgent and fresh 
questions,” says Joustra, listing a series of 
other exciting conversation-starting books 
set to be part of the mentoring program. 
Joustra looks forward to testing the model 
this academic year with the hope of expand- 
ing tt into each academic area under the 
leadership of three senior faculty members. 
“This will allow faculty to dig into subject mat- 
ter more specific to their areas of study, which then 
becomes the catalyst for conversations on campus 
throughout the year that will filter into the classroom.” 


n the future, staff will also be able to participate in 
education modules to enhance their understand- 
ing of the Reformed worldview. For both faculty and 
staff, these investments will enrich the way they think 
about their calling at Redeemer and the way their 
aith integrates with their work. 


Building on the Tradition 

t's one thing to be rooted in a rich tradition, benefitting 
rom the centuries of scholarship, and another to cul- 
tivate and move forward the intellectual foundations of 
Redeemer's mission and vision. Three new faculty fel- 
owships hosted by the Centre for Christian Scholarship, 
one from each of the arts and humanities, sciences and 
social sciences areas, will receive allocated time and 
budget to lead the new faculty mentoring cohorts pre- 
viously mentioned. They will each host an event with a 
scholar of their choice who has expertise in applying 
the Reformed scholarly tradition and who can lecture 
and discuss their work on campus. During a three-year 
term, fellows will also extend their own research, in the 
area of applied Reformed thought, inviting others to 
collaborate with them, to engage with the research in- 
terests of others, and to generally serve as a touchpoint 
for leading scholarship in their discipline at Redeemer. 


“The Centre for Christian Scholarship is thrilled to be 
able to elevate mentoring, scholarship and research at 
Redeemer through these fellowships,” says Joustra. 


An exciting new journal and conference partnership 
is also in the works. Together with Calvin, Dordt, The 


The Centre for Christian 
Scholarship is thrilled to be 
able to elevate mentoring, 
scholarship and research 
at Redeemer through these 
fellowships.” 


University of Edinburgh, the Theological University 
of Kampen, Fuller Theological Seminary and oth- 
ers, Redeemer will be a founding partner in a new 
journal, consolidating the Bavinck Review and the 
Kuyper Centre Review. Long and short form pieces 
will be hosted as well as a podcast. Like the Christian 
Scholar's Review, this publication will share faculty 
learning across a range of institutions with a greater 
focus on the Reformed tradition and will be accom- 
panied by the annual Kuyper Conference. 


Pressing on to a Bright Future 

While much has been accomplished even in a year 
marked by the global pandemic, there is much 
to do to meet the goals of the strategic plan over 
the coming four years. The forward momentum 
of the past few years continues to catalyze posi- 
tive change that will benefit students and enhance 
the mission. It is an exciting time to be part of the 
Redeemer community, taking strength from a rich 
Reformed tradition and pressing ever forward to 
prepare students and graduates to fulfill God's 
calling for each of them and bring the hope and 
love of Christ to the world. 
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Students usher in the 
2021-22 academic 
year with the annual 
LAUNCH activities. 
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SK ANYONE 
ABOUT the negative 
effects of COVID-19, and 
they probably won't even 
hesitate answering. Isolation, financial 
instability and cracked skin from a 
steady application of hand sanitizer 
are just a few things that come to 


E n g | i Ss h writ n g st u d e nts mind. But sometimes, reliving the 


same monotonous day over and over 


Michelle Wright and Ben Wright agen being» ren=iver appre aoc 


comforting habits and routines we 


channeled their pandemic he Souk clasts 


Michelle Wright's case, this came 


expe ri e nces i nto a riveti ng when she returned to her parents’ 


house and fell into the rhythms of 


a nt h Oo | Oo 9g y of cre ative family pizza night, a Friday dinnertime 


tradition where her mom, dad and 

; 1 brother gathered in the kitchen to 
non-fiction. oe 
listen to music and prepare homemade 
personal pan pizzas. 


“Once COVID started impacting all of 
life, it became something essential?’ 
she says. “Once every single day felt 
like the exact same day, pizza night 
kind of distinguished where we were 
at in the week, which gave us more of 
a structure through all the lockdowns’ 
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Pizza night is the subject of Wright’s 
submission in Puzzled Experiences, 

a COVID-themed anthology compiled 
by professor of English Dr. John Van 
Rys’ creative non-fiction class. The 
collection of real-life stories captures 
a myriad of pandemic experiences 
from the absurd and amusing to 

the frustrating and outright bleak. 
Although Wright found some comfort 
in crafting her experiences into a 
narrative, the strain of isolation still 
impacted her creative process. 


“Just getting up and doing things felt 
pointless most days, especially since 
writing for my courses usually takes 
place with my peers. The pandemic 
made me turn inward when I would 
usually express myself on paper or 
out loud to other people. Some days, 
though, writing was actually what 
would get me through, because it 
was something I needed to do?” 


Ben Wright, another creative non- 
fiction student, expressed similar 
sentiments of loneliness and 
discontent. However, he grappled with 
those feelings long before COVID. 


“My parents are missionaries and 
teachers, and we lived in Niger, West 
Africa for 10 years,’ he says. “We came 
back to Canada five years ago, and 
I've had trouble adjusting since then. 
My impression of everyone else’s 
experience of COVID was that there 
was this sense of exhaustion and 
things going slowly. I feel that, but 
I’ve also felt like that for a long time’ 


What! appreciate about 
anthologies is the variety 

of individual perspectives. 
Creating one involves a 
prompt, whichin this case 
was our COVID experiences.” 


Ben Wright’s piece, The House for Special Purpose, draws comparisons 
between his ongoing mental health struggles and those of the wider 
population amidst the pandemic. Although the piece isn’t exactly lighthearted, 
arranging his thoughts on paper always comes with some sense of solace 
and clarity. 


“I like being able to express myself, and the back and forth format of 

a conversation is very limited. With writing, you pack everything into each 
sentence and it can go off in any number of directions. People also have 

to spend more time thinking about what they read, so it’s more freeing in 
that sense.” 


The experience of contributing a piece to a larger anthology also helped 
Ben Wright feel a stronger sense of community with his classmates. 


“What I appreciate about anthologies is the variety of individual perspectives. 
Creating one involves a prompt, which in this case was our COVID experiences. 
While there were some similarities, there was a lot of room within that for 
each of us to have our own viewpoint” 


Despite their differences in tone, style and outlook, both students agree that 
they've become bolder, more self-assured writers since starting at Redeemer. 


“The revision process has really developed for me since coming here,’ says 
Michelle Wright. “I’ve always been a last-minute person, especially when it 
comes to assignments, so I had no real writing 
process. Developing what it actually looks like 
to create a good piece was huge for me, and 
I've definitely committed to a slower process,” 


“It’s forced me to be more genuine,’ says Ben 
Wright. “I usually like to hide behind anonymity 
instead of identifying myself with my writing. 
However, when you're workshopping with 

a group on a daily basis you have to be very 
honest about yourself. My writing is still a little 
weird and off-kilter, but it’s better to write 
something authentic that you can support than 
something disingenuous that you can’t”? @ 
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Two science students conducted 
research using PCR technology as part 
of Undergraduate Student Research 
Awards this summer, supported by 
NSERC and Redeemer. 


HAT DO DOG 

feces and COVID-19 

have in common? You 

may assume that it isn’t 
much, but this summer, both Claire 
Semelhago and Carys Vyn conducted 
research using polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) testing - a type of 
molecular testing that can look for 
the presence of DNA in all kinds of 
different samples - like dog feces 
and nose swabs. 


PCR is a technology that replicates 
a DNA template into millions of copies 
in a process called amplification. 
Real-time testing can track that 
amplification while it takes place 
by using fluorescent molecules to 
track the amount of DNA that has 
been amplified. The test confirms 
the presence and quantity of 
particular sequences within a 
sample, and it can be done quickly 
and inexpensively by analyzing up 
to 96 samples at a time. 


PCR has become the gold standard 
of the pandemic. It is what allows 
lab technicians to determine if 


As a Christian researcher 

I feel called to use my gifts to 
make advancements inscience 
that will benefit the health and 
wellbeing of others.” 


asymptomatic people have COVID-19 through the testing of nose swabs. 
However, it can also be used by researchers to better understand the 
properties of nucleic acid. This summer, Semelhago, working under assistant 
professor of health sciences Dr. Gloria Kim, was able to use PCR technology 
to investigate the denaturation and renaturation of DNA, and specifically 
how complementary and mismatched sequences behave. Understanding 
these kinetic properties of DNA is useful in detecting errors or mismatches 
in various sequences. By using PCR to test a large number of DNA sequences 
in vitro, advancements can be made in biochemistry, and researchers can 
potentially move forward in finding ways of targeting mismatches in the 
DNA; one application of this is using pharmaceutical drugs. Mismatches can 
cause medical conditions such as cancer, so being able to understand how 
pharmaceuticals can interact with DNA to prevent further harm is beneficial 
for the development of new cancer therapies. 


This research aligns well with Redeemer’s mission. According to Semelhago, 
“As a Christian researcher, I feel called to use my gifts to make advancements 
in science that will benefit the health and wellbeing of others, and knowing 
that my work could eventually be used by others to advance medical treatment 
is very fulfilling to me. God also takes delight in us discovering parts of his 
beautiful and intricate creation, and I feel especially close to him when 
investigating his handiwork in DNA” 


One sample that responds well to this kind of testing is water. Carys Vyn, 
working on the Chedoke Watershed Project under professor of chemistry 
and environmental science Dr. Edward Berkelaar, continued the work of the 
last number of years analyzing contamination in the watershed. The project 
has made use of PCR testing to identify different types of Bacteroidales, fecal 
bacteria that live in the guts of animals and have a unique genetic code. Vyn, 
working with Redeemer students Owen Vander Meulen and Joshua Sloots, 
was able to identify the levels of human, canine and “other” Bacteroidales in 
the watershed in multiple locations of the Chedoke and Red Hill watersheds. 
The results have continued to be sobering over multiple years of Redeemer’s 
involvement: in the Chedoke watershed, Mountview and Westcliffe Falls both 
had the highest levels of human Bacteroidales, although all locations in both 


watersheds have bacterial levels that exceed the human health risk threshold. 


Vyn explained why this research is important to her, and to Redeemer. 
“I have always been a huge advocate for animal and environmental care. 
This research allowed me to directly contribute to learning more about 


the Hamilton watersheds which 
have significant impacts on the 
surrounding ecosystems. By 
providing this important data to 

the City of Hamilton, I can make 
improvements to the sewage 
infrastructure, and subsequently 
improve the health and wellbeing of 
the plants and animals that depend 
on the watershed to survive” 


Semelhago and Vyn were two 

of the five students to receive 
Undergraduate Student Research 
Awards this summer, supported by 
NSERC and Redeemer. The other 
students were Alexa White and 

Cloe Mitchell, who worked with Dr. 
Darren Brouwer studying co-crystals 
and polymorphs, and Carraugh 
Brouwer, who worked with Dr. Kevin 
Vander Meulen and Dr. Mike Cavers 
examining the eigenvalues in sign 
matrices. All of the summer students 
appreciated the opportunity to 
participate in meaningful research 
that furthers their understanding of 
their discipline. @ 
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A Fresh Start 
for SOAPS 


Annika Koekkoek '21 and third- 
year student Amy Pardy enhance 
the connection between the social 
sciences and faith through the 
student-run club, SOAPS. 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY'S ARRAY 
of student-led clubs cover everything from rock 
climbing to improv comedy. A notable one is Students 
of Applied Social Sciences (SOAPS), which hosts 
interesting, useful events for applied social science (APS) students. 
Unfortunately, for a few years, it was inactive due to a lack of 
leadership. Thanks to Annika Koekkoek, this is no longer the case. 


“When I was in first year, SOAPS had just started, so there were 


a lot of events going on. After that, it kind of dwindled,” she says. 


“For my last year, I just wanted to be present with other APS 
students. I reached out to the department to ask if SOAPS was 
still happening, and I was told I could make it my own” 


Koekkoek took over as SOAPS president for the 2020-2021 
academic year and re-instituted initiatives such as APS faculty 


and internship panels and conversations on self- 
care. She’s particularly passionate about Walk for 
Freedom, a global movement in which the club 
participates that raises awareness and funds to 
end human trafficking. 


“One thing the club has in its mission statement 

is to connect with people on campus but also in 
Hamilton and beyond. Walk for Freedom gives 
students the opportunity to get involved in a much 
larger event,’ she explains. 


Once Koekkoek graduated, the role of president 
went to third-year APS student Amy Pardy. What 
Pardy has found most valuable is the club’s 
emphasis on community. 


“SOAPS gives APS students a place to grow and 
connect with each other,’ says Pardy. “This happens 
intellectually through events like Walk for Freedom 
and conversations about opportunities within the 
APS field. We also get to know our fellow students 
and the faculty a little better” 


Looking ahead, Koekkok and Pardy are confident that 
SOAPS will grow to be a valued resource on campus. 


“As Redeemer expands, SOAPS will offer incoming 
students a sense of belonging and a place where 
they can learn about the interconnection between 
the social sciences and faith? says Pardy. 


“The APS courses at Redeemer really challenged me 
mentally, emotionally and spiritually. I didn’t know 
who else to turn to except for my classmates,’ says 
Koekkoek. “Connecting with someone who knows 
what you're going through is really valuable, and 

I hope that the SOAPS leadership team will keep that 
welcoming and supportive environment going” @ 


Motivated 
to Love with 


Healing 
Hands 


Through physiotherapy 
co-op work experiences, 
fifth-year kinesiology 
student Selena Kennedy is 
learning to see God in her 
work and follow his path. 


THLETICS, HEALTH AND 
people are interests that have steadily 
grown and come together throughout 
Selena Kennedy’s life, particularly 
during her teenage years. 


“I worked at a physiotherapy clinic for my high 
school co-op placement. There, I was introduced 
to physical rehabilitation and everything clicked 
for me,” she says. “I started thinking about what 

I could do in the field, and a lot of my high school 
teachers encouraged me to study kinesiology.” 


“REDEEMER HAS PROVIDED 
THE RIGHT EXPERIENCES, 
TEACHERS AND COMMUNITY 
FOR THE PATH GOD HAS PUT 
AHEAD OF ME.” 


Once Redeemer expanded its co-op program to include 
kinesiology, Kennedy didn’t hesitate to start the application 
process. Her first placement was at the YMCA of Hamilton, 
Burlington and Brantford as a Live Well coach, where she 
supervised rehabilitation education programs for people with 
chronic mental and physical conditions. This past year, she 
completed her second placement as a chiropractic assistant 
at Nottinghill Family Wellness Centre in Oakville, Ontario. 
Both experiences have made her keenly aware of the value 
that comes with applying classroom theory within a workplace 
setting and vice versa. 


“I find that absolutely amazing. Not everyone gets to practice 
what they’re learning” 


Kennedy has also witnessed firsthand how spiritual transformation 
works in tandem with physical healing, something she’s sure not 
to take for granted. 


“For example, one of my clients at the YMCA had recovered from 
a stroke but had suffered significant physical ailments,” she says. 
“He lost a large amount of strength and coordination which had 
affected his ability to walk independently. After I helped him 
through his rehab and exercise program, he shared with me 
that one of his goals was to walk again. One day, he turned to 
me and asked me if I could help him walk on the treadmill. 

So I did, and he was able to walk slowly by himself for two 
minutes with no assistive walking aid. He turned to me and 

told me that he hadn't walked by himself in four years and it 
was because of my help that he had the strength and confidence 
to do so. Stories like that inspire and motivate me even more 

to serve and love people who are suffering physically. I feel 

so privileged to even be a witness to these miracles and to 
participate in God’s work.” 


As she sets out to complete her fifth year and thinks ahead to 
graduation, Kennedy looks forward to entering the working 
world with gratitude and confidence. 


“After Redeemer, I plan to become an acute care physiotherapist 
and then, hopefully, continue to love people as they transition 
from a hospital bed back into their everyday lives. Redeemer has 
provided the right experiences, teachers and community for the 
path God has put ahead of me.” @ 
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Redeemer Voices 


Fifth-year clinical psychology student 
Tyler Kwalik is learning to rely on God's 
faithfulness through every circumstance. 


Home Base 


| grew up in Sherwood Park, 
Alberta, but have been living in 
Peterborough, Ontario since 2017. 


|am doing an honours major 
in clinical psychology. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


In History of Psychology, Dr. Kosits 
journeyed with us in retrieving the 
“Christian psychology of the past” 


".. SOMETHING 
IWAS TOLD 
BACK IN MY 

FIRST YEARAT 
REDEEMER: 
WHEN LIFE IS 
UNCERTAIN, 
GODIS 
FAITHFUL!” 
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in arguing that psychology has its 
roots in Christian thought, yet this 
history has been largely ignored in 
the modern-day, secular history of 


psychology. 


'd say the fact that I'm an only 

child makes me pretty unique, 
especially at Redeemer. One time 
in Adolescent Psychology, Dr. 
Needham asked the class if anyone 
was an only child. Of the class of 
65 students, one other student and 
raised our hands. That, and my 
mom is one of 12 siblings. 


y faith played a key role 

in anchoring me during the 
ockdowns we had here in 
Ontario, in particular when we 
couldn't attend church physically. 
y faith assured me that Christ 
is still with us even when we can't 
meet in congregant settings. 
The pandemic has caused a lot 
of uncertainty in general as well. 
It was uncertain whether | was 
going to be able to get a job this 
past summer, uncertain whether 
we would be able to go to class 
in person both last year and this 
fall, and the list goes on. But 


through it all | always went back 
to something | was told back in 
my first year at Redeemer: When 
life is uncertain, God is faithful! 


In Conversation with Christ 


Of the many, many questions that 

| would ask Jesus, | would ask him 
about the “hidden years,” the parts 
of his life that aren't mentioned in 
the Bible. What was tt like growing 
up knowing you were the Son of 
God? What was your childhood 
like? What was your life like before 
you began your ministry? 


Redeemer Love 


| love the professors, particularly 
the professors in the psychology 
department. The professors 

at Redeemer aren't merely 
professors, but also mentors, 
colleagues and friends. Some 
would even say family. They have 
a deep care for students that is 
truly extraordinary. @ 


School Theme 
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on Jesus” from Hebrews 12:2. In a cultural moment where 
distraction is one of our greatest spiritual threats, Jesus calls 
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Proceeds from 

this year’s Smile 
Cookies went to 
EduDeo Ministries. 
Executive Director 

and Redeemer alumnus 
Phil Beck stopped by 
for a photo op. 
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Betty Brouwer '88, 
Redeemer’s 2021 
Distinguished 
Alumni Award 
recipient, reaches 
mEleaiixeyameleiag 
with compassion 
Tale Med g-r-1a\ Viale 


ETTY 

BROUWER 

WAS still an 

undergraduate student 
when she discovered art therapy. 
The search for her ideal career 
abruptly stopped. 


“When I was growing up, art was 
considered a nice hobby, but not 
something practical you could 
make a living with, she says. 

“I ended up at Redeemer thinking 
I'd be a special ed teacher because 

I like helping kids who maybe aren't 
understood so well. But then, after 
speaking with my academic advisor, 
I realized that wasn't really what 

I wanted to be. I decided to go with 
a psychology major and social 

work and art minors. In my last 


year, I was doing a research paper 
for a course and came across art 
therapy. I could work with kids 
and still do art, and that really 
excited me” 


The established career Brouwer 
has enjoyed since then has 

come with notable titles and 
accomplishments. Along with being 
a registered psychotherapist and 
art therapist, she’s one of only four 
certified Dyadic Developmental 
Psychotherapy (DDP) trainers in 
Canada and served as chair of the 
Board of the Dyadic Developmental 
Psychotherapy Institute (DDPI) until 
March 2021. An attachment-based 
therapy, DDP focuses on repairing 
the relationships between children 
who experience early neglect and 
maltreatment and their parents 

or caregivers. As the attachment 
director at Shalem Mental Health 
Network, Brouwer primarily uses 
the method in her work with 
children in adoptive, foster or 
kinship care. 


“Attachment therapy and theory 
dovetails with my interest in 

helping kids whose behaviours 

are misunderstood) she says of 

DDP. “To me, it really seems like 
everything is about attachment. 

We are created to be in relationships, 
we have a relational God and we 
grow and develop in the context 

of relationships” 


In Hamilton, Brouwer is perhaps 
best known as the founder and 
artistic director of RE-create, an 
outreach art studio for marginalized 
youth in the downtown area. 

Since opening in 2003, it’s grown 
exponentially and is now part of 
Shalem itself. 


“It gives me a lot of joy and leaves me 
with a lot of humility. All along the 
way, people have encouraged me as 
I’ve developed [RE-create]:” 


We are created to bein 
relationships, we have a 
relational God and we grow 
and develop in the context 
of relationships.” 


Although Brouwer has had to step away from the studio’s day-to-day 
operations and rely mostly on staff and volunteers, this is actually what 
led to its flourishing. 


“That was intentionally done so that RE-create isn’t just about me. It’s something 
that exists on its own? she says. “If I think about how it benefits the Hamilton 
community, I would say it provides a place where youth who are self-described 
as ‘on the fringe’ can come, create and feel safe. [RE-create] is such a rich 

and vibrant community, and it’s neat to hear some of the stories that come 
from that. For example, this summer we hired two youth artists-in-residence, 
both of whom are RE-create alumni. Seeing how people’s lives have been 
impacted really encourages me to keep going. Because of the studio coordinators 
and the student volunteers we have from Redeemer, the youth come in 
knowing there’s someone there who's going to be interested in them and 
encourage them.” 


When Brouwer looks back on her journey so far, she’s able to see the progression 
of her professional and spiritual growth. 


“It’s in the context of my relationship with God and with people that I continue 
to grow and develop. In my work, I talk to parents about how they are to be 

the secure base and safe haven for their kids to develop healthy and secure 
attachments. God is my secure base and safe haven. My story, my life 
narrative is part of a larger narrative” 


Leanna Nightingale, Redeemer’s Alumni Association president, had the 
following to say about Brouwer: 


“Betty exemplifies someone who's continued to learn and become an expert 
in her field using the giftings God has given her. She does this all while being 
completely humble about the accomplishments she has achieved over her 
career. It’s such an honour to have such a qualified candidate receive this 
award. Redeemer is truly blessed by alumni like Betty who have taken their 
mission to go out and spread God’s Kingdom here on earth” @ 
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Elizabeth VanVeen 
'13 shares her 
journey from 
working as a 
literature teacher 

to a programme 
policy officer 

with the United 
Nations’ World Food 
Programme. 
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LIZABETH VANVEEN ALWAYS finds herself 
thinking about one thing: the clear-cut and inescapable right to food. 
“While the factors that contribute to food insecurity are multi- 
faceted and complex, the need for food is not,’ she says. “The right 
to food is non-negotiable. Food is a language that’s immediately understood” 


VanVeen works for The World Food Programme (WFP), the food assistance 
branch of the United Nations in Zimbabwe. She was initially hired as a junior 
professional consultant as part of an internship with the donor relations, 
communications and report unit. Since then, she’s worked for the Lean 
Season Assistance (LSA) Programme in the information management and 
reports office and, most recently, as a programme policy officer. 


“The LSA Programme offers unconditional food assistance to the most food 
insecure and vulnerable households living in rural areas during peak hunger 
periods,” she explains. “Children under the age of two as well as pregnant 
and lactating women are given a preventative ration of specialized nutritious 
food. Additionally, LSA uses its beneficiary reach and food distributions as 

a platform to provide livelihood-related complementary activities that help 
build resilience during future lean seasons.” 


My education degree 

from Redeemer and the 
accompanying teaching 
experience gave me the skills 
needed to communicate with 
Stakeholders and manage 
multipole projects.” 


After completing two bachelor’s degrees (a bachelor of arts and a bachelor 

of education) at Redeemer, VanVeen didn’t immediately know what her ideal 
career would look like. She now sees that food security was a prevalent theme 
throughout her earlier work experiences. 


“While I was doing my teacher placement in Hamilton, one of the teachers 

I worked with brought snacks to her class so the kids could access the 
energy they needed to learn,’ she reflects. “After university, I began teaching 
internationally and spent five years in Honduras, Kazakhstan and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. During this time, the connection between food and cognitive 
functioning moved beyond theoretical to reality.’ 


Despite her successful trajectory as a teacher, VanVeen itched for a change. 
While teaching Advanced Placement (AP) Literature and Language in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, she volunteered at the War Childhood Museum and 
eventually became a full-time staff member. 


“While I was working there, I felt drawn to a collection of food assistance 
packages from the Bosnian War. It impressed upon me how intimate, important 
and life changing food is. Around the same time, a friend showed me a call 

for junior professional consultants through the United Nations Association of 
Canada, and one of the posts was at WFP Zimbabwe. I applied and moved there 
in February 2019” 
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In October 2020, The World Food 
Programme was awarded The Nobel 
Peace Prize in recognition, according 
to the official press release, of “its 
efforts to combat hunger, for its 
contribution to bettering conditions 
for peace in conflict-affected areas 
and for acting as a driving force in 
efforts to prevent the use of hunger 
as a weapon of war and conflict.” 
VanVeen has nothing but optimism 
for how this will impact the 
organization long term. 


“Some 690 million people go to bed 
hungry every day. Last year, WFP 
reached 114 million people with food 
assistance, 3.7 million of which were 
reached by the LSA programme. This 
award shines a light not only on how 
much has been done but on how much 
more still needs to be done. Food is a 
powerful tool that WFP uses to change 
the world into a more peaceful place” 


When she looks back on her time at 
Redeemer, VanVeen feels that she 
was equipped both professionally 
and personally for her role at WFP. 


“My education degree from Redeemer 
and the accompanying teaching 
experience gave me the skills needed 
to communicate with stakeholders 
and manage multiple projects. I also 
learned to live my life with intention 
and gratefulness while working 

to the best of my ability. Because 

of this, I’ve felt peace about every 
career decision I’ve made.” @ 
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From the 
Ice to the 
Sales Floor 


EWIS TUININGA HAS 
achieved the ultimate goal of many 
university graduates: he wakes up 
every day excited to go to work. 
Tuininga is a sales manager for the Canadian 
branch of Howies Hockey in Burlington, Ontario. 
Howies provides hockey accessories and sports 
medicine products to pro shops, stores, colleges 
and universities as well as professional and junior 
teams across the country. 


“The best part about working at Howies Hockey 

is that it’s a sports company but, better yet, 
predominantly a hockey company, he says. “I get to 
talk with store owners, equipment managers, athletic 
therapists and other business people in the world of 
sports. I’m passionate about sports and so are the 
people I meet every day. That makes it extra fun’? 


In 2015, while Tuininga was still a business 
management student at Redeemer, Howies set up 

a booth on campus in search of warehouse workers. 
He was hired on a part-time basis and, after being 
there only a few months, learned that the company 
was looking for a co-op student to manage the 
warehouse and sell their new line of sports medicine 
products. He jumped at the opportunity and was 
soon on a steady path to success. 


“Over the past five years, I’ve built a database for 


sports medicine leads, prospects and customers 
that’s constantly growing. I’m the head sales 
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manager for our sports medicine line of products and I also have 
a number of hockey accounts,” he explains. “From warehouse 
worker to warehouse manager and then from part-time sales 

to full-time sales, I’ve seen this company grow into a well- 
known hockey brand” 


Now that he’s on a steady path in his dream career, Tuininga 
clearly sees the impact of his Redeemer education. 


“I knew I wanted to get a business degree and work in the sports 
industry (specifically the hockey industry if possible), but I didn’t 
think that would necessarily happen,’ he says. “Redeemer’s 
business program, connections and Ancaster location allow 
students and graduates to network and meet business people 
from many top-notch and well-respected companies in Ontario 
and throughout Canada. Playing varsity sports also equipped me 
with personal tools that I use every day in the business world. 
Over the course of my four years at Redeemer, whether it was 

in the classroom or on the field or ice, my professors and 
coaches taught me integrity, hard work and dedication.” 


Makin 
through 


Change 


islation 


Excited to explore different aspects 
of government, Celina Oster ’21 has 
been learning how to effect change 
through the legislative process. 


N A TIME when gaining in-person work 
experience has been a challenge, recent honours 
international relations and psychology graduate 
Celina Oster is especially grateful for her in-person 
internship in fall 2020 through the Laurentian Leadership 
Centre (LLC) in Ottawa. LLC is a live-in extension program in 
downtown Ottawa that offers access to a variety of elite Ottawa 
internships in politics and NGOs. 


“It’s very different to actually see the legislative process in 
action compared with learning it in a classroom,’ says Oster. 


Oster is also grateful for the unique experience LLC provides, 
learning from Christian professors while living in community 
with other Christian interns. She spent time working with an 
MP in Ottawa. Much of her internship focused on research and 
memo writing related to private members’ bills tackling human 
trafficking and child exploitation. Oster was pleased to see an 
all-party group come together to work on these issues. 


“Even with all the partisanship, there are a lot 
of parties that care about human trafficking,” 


says Oster. “They put their differences aside to 


talk about something they all care about and 


to do really good work. It’s truly possible to work 


with people with whom you strongly disagree 
on other issues.” 


Oster has spent the last few summers 
working for an immigration consulting firm. 
She has enjoyed working with people from 
other countries, learning their stories and 
understanding them better. 


ITS GOING TO BE 
CHALLENGING BUT 
VERY EXCITING TOO. 
"LL BE CHALLENGED 
TO LEARN HOW TO LIVE 
OUT MY FAITH, BUT 
ALSO TO BE EFFECTIVE 
INMY WORK AND 
WHERE | AM PLACED.” 


This fall Oster began a 10-month internship 
role at the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba. 
She is excited to be able to do more in-depth 
research, see projects progress over a longer 
period of time and get a broader view of how 
the legislative process works. The program 
also involves attending seminars with many 
different organizations. 


“Tl get a very broad view of so many different 
aspects of government and other organizations,’ 
she says. “I’m just really excited to learn.” 


This time around, Oster will be working for 
a political party. 


“It’s going to be challenging but very exciting 
too. I'll be challenged to learn how to live out 
my faith, but also to be effective in my work 
and where I am placed” @ 
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Sharing the stories 


Philip Pasma runs the Hamilton- 
based organization Asterisk 
Marketing, a digital marketing 
company that serves real estate 
agents across North America. 
Along with his bachelor of arts 

in business from Redeemer, he 
holds a post-graduate certificate 
in marketing management from 
Fanshawe College. 


Jennifer graduated from 
Redeemer with a bachelor 
of arts in theatre and history 
and a bachelor of education. 
She teaches Grade 1 at 
Brantford Christian School in 
Brantford, Ontario. 
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After graduating with her 
bachelor of science in health 
sciences, Chantel went on 

to earn a certificate in pre- 
health sciences from Sheridan 
College. She lives in Brampton, 
Ontario and is pursuing her 
Doctor of Medicine at Saint 
James School of Medicine. 


Obituaries 


Diane passed away on May 14, 
2021, after a battle with cancer. 
She graduated with a bachelor 

of arts in physical education and 
taught at Oak Hill Academy in 
Ancaster, Ontario. Diane was 
cherished by her parents, siblings 
and nieces and nephews. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be 
made to Oak Hill Academy. 


DR. DANIEL BIRD '96 


Daniel passed away on August 
19, 2021. He graduated with 

a bachelor of Christian studies in 
English and served as a professor 
and counsellor at Emmanuel 
College. He is survived by his 
wife, parents, children and 
siblings. 


DAVID MANTEL '99 


David passed away on May 4, 
2021, after along fight with 
cancer. He graduated with a 
bachelor of arts in business and 
served as Redeemer's athletic 
director from 2005 until his death. 
The David Mantel Memorial 
Athletic Scholarship was 
established in his memory. David 
is survived by his wife, children, 
parents and siblings. 


HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? 


Post tt on social media, tag us and use 
the hashtag #SinceRedeemer, or email 
alumni@redeemer.ca. We'd love to hear 
from and connect with you. 


Changed your email address, job, marital 
status or were conferred a new degree or 
designation lately? Let us know by completing 
the Alumni Update Form! 
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Redeemer is celebrating 
alumni this week 
dalcelelolal-aVc-18(-19/0) i 
events, contests, trivia 
and prizes! 


Check your inbox and 
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week to participate. 
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SOLID ROCK 


A new outdoor 
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on campus. 


Remembering 
Those in Prison 


Dr. Aaron Griffith, assistant professor 
(o) Malsive)aVa-|MAVaTNuelauam@lal\-leciiNa-lare 
Redeemer’s 2021 Emerging Public 
al e=1|(<reud0 l=] WANWY/-]xe RUA al=lemiow=><e)(elalale| 
idat-Kexe)alal-reid(e)aM ef-1ali-1-1aR-\'7-]are[-1|(er-] 
(© aTasinr-Taliava-lalemualow\gat-latercla 
criminal justice system. 


S SOMEONE WHO'‘'S ¢prown up and 

studied in the United States, Dr. Aaron Griffith 

has been exposed to American evangelical Christian 

viewpoints on a variety of political, cultural and 
economic issues. However, when it came time to write his 
dissertation, he noticed that there was crucial dialogue missing 
around matters of law and order. 


“There wasn't a lot written about the history of modern 
evangelical influence on criminal justice; he says. “Throughout 
graduate school, I'd been reading these wonderful books 

about the history of prisons and criminal justice in the modern 
United States. While those scholars were doing great work, 
they weren't talking about religion as much as I thought they 


“IWANTED TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN WE TELL THE STORY OF 
ODS NT AVANT] = @7-NES MAA 
ANNE = 4 =a LO@NA/ANSI DSI OL@] NOISES 
ABOUT PRISON, PRISON REFORM 
ANN DRY AN NT @1 C/N Se NSO) 6] NI DEON IM |= 
AND PUNISHMENT.” 
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should. My academic inspiration really began 
there, in wanting to put those two bodies of 
scholarship in conversation together.” 


Griffith is the winner of the 2021 Emerging 

Public Intellectual Award. The award, hosted by 
Redeemer University and sponsored by the Acton 
Institute, Cardus, the Center for Public Justice, 
the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities 
(CCCU) and the Henry Institute at Calvin 
University, is intended to recognize and foster 
emerging talent and those working in Christian 
academia who excel in both academic and public 
spheres and whose work impacts the common 
good. He has written articles for and been quoted 
in Christianity Today, The Washington Post, Deseret 
News, The Atlantic and other notable publications. 
His first book, God’s Law and Order: The Politics of 
Punishment in Evangelical America, was released 
by Harvard University Press in November 2020. 
With it, he hopes to address the overlap between 
evangelicalism and mass incarceration in the 
United States. 


“I wanted to see what happens when we tell 

the story of modern evangelicalism with an eye 
towards concerns about prison, prison reform and 
language around crime and punishment,’ he says. 


It’s a story, he goes on to explain, that has been 
unfolding for quite some time. 


“Since the mid-20th century, evangelicalism 
has become much more influential and popular. 
Around the same time, the American prison 
and criminal justice systems started to expand. 
I try to connect them, showing how evangelicals 
influenced anti-crime politics through their 
religious arguments and by framing anti-crime 
efforts as desirable. As mass incarceration took 
hold, evangelicals also became more involved 
in prison ministry and even began to address 
inequalities within the prison system.” 
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fellow Christians who were 
incarcerated themselves 
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criminal justice system.” 


Griffith believes one of the biggest factors that made law 
enforcement a religious issue is the view that breaking the 


i 
law is the same as committing a sin. Although this might make fi 
sense on a surface level, the equation isn't always that simple. 

c 
“Crime, simply as a breaking of the law, can mean all kinds of 
different things. There are some laws that we as Christians think 
are just and need to be in place. But, there are a lot of laws that 
are not categorized as sins or that disproportionality impact 
certain kinds of communities. Evangelicals’ language of sin here 
meant that sometimes they would offer grace and forgiveness 
to those who broke the law. But it also gave punitive anti-crime 


efforts a sacred weight, one that more often than not fell on 
poor and Black communities.” 


His work also has a personal component. 


“I spent some time in graduate school volunteering with a 

prison ministry and got to know fellow Christians who were 
incarcerated themselves or had experience in the criminal justice, 
system. I started to wonder how I could help Christians thig 
about these very complicated political and personaLeé 


Griffith hopes that those who encounter 
that the criminal justice system is still in, 
like love and justice. 


“These systems can harm the most 
people in our society and have ofter 
religious logic. At the same time, tk 
within Christianity to help us dev: la 
affected by them. Jesus says in M 29 tha ii Griffith's 
followers to clothe the naked, fe i book is on sale at 

in prison. References to crime, ‘and incar Redeemer's campus 
are everywhere in Scripture, ar ii iden bookstore, 21Five, at 
God’s heart for these kinds of co a the discounted rates of 


opportunity to join him in that work’ $5 for students and 
$10 for faculty 


and staff. 


A Voice for 
the Sidelines 


Assistant professor of social work 

Dr. Morgan Braganza Is highlighting the 
different experiences of marginalized 
people in social work education. 


R. MORGAN BRAGANZA‘S faith informs every part 
of her life. One of the ways this is most evident is in her social 
work career. 


“My greatest desire is to follow Christ's lead, so where he wants me to go, 
I will go, and what he wants me to do, I will do,” she says. “Because of this, 
I’ve witnessed his hand at work and have been able to help a lot of people. 
As a social work professional, that’s where my heart is.” 


In January 2020, Braganza had the opportunity to present a portion of 
her doctoral research at the Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 
Conference in San Francisco, California. Titled, “Encountering Difficult 
Differences: Exploring How Persons Who Hold Difficult Differences 
Experience Being Encountered, it explains the challenges surrounding 
the accommodation of diversity within social work education. 


“Research and my own lived experiences suggest that people struggle when 
they encounter some differences. In social work, that can be religion, sexual 
orientation and anything else they find contentious. This then evokes feelings 
of fear, discomfort and even hostility” 

Through her findings, Brangaza discovered that while various approaches and 
strategies have been proposed for navigating these issues, there was nothing 


written about the experiences of people with these differences. She set out to 
change this. 


“MY GREATEST DESIRE IS TO FOLLOW 
CHRIST'S LEAD, SO WHERE HE WANTS 
ME TO GO,|IWILL GO, AND WHAT HE 
WANTS ME TO DO, | WILL DO.” 
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“LT included stories from current 
and former social work students 
that the literature claims hold these 
differences. This included members 
of the LGBTQ+ community, Muslims 
and Christians. That was the main 
inspiration behind the presentation, 
the sharing of their experiences.” 


Beyond just an academic interest, 
the foundation of Braganza’s 
work comes from a place of deep 
compassion for those who are 
marginalized. 


“In many settings, including social 
work education and practice, 

there’s tension when it comes to 
differences,” she explains. “We can, 
and we must, find ways of improving 


The most rewarding aspect of 
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this. During my dissertation, I learned a lot from members of different groups 
who've experienced marginalization, and I knew their experiences needed 
to be brought to a social work audience. SSWR is made up of social work 


professionals, educators, researchers and students. It’s my hope that sharing 
these stories offers knowledge and will help fuel necessary change.” 


It's reasonably safe to say that most Christians in social work, like Braganza, 
strive to emulate Christ’s love to those they come across. However, in a society 
that’s becoming rapidly more divided, this isn’t as straightforward as it sounds. 


“We're currently trying to navigate these things using approaches that are 
too simplistic and actually do quite a lot of harm.” Braganza feels that hearing 
from these groups has helped her discover a better way forward. 


“There needs to be more nuance when we encounter real people, the context 
of our meeting and how that individual would like to interact? she says. “My 
dissertation includes a framework for how to do this in various contexts, not 
just social work. It’s rooted in stories and other literature including a Christian 
hospitality framework. I called it ‘The Caring Encounters Guided Framework; 
because at the centre of it is the need for care. Care means that we thoughtfully 


to love and serve communities.” 


engage with people in a way that 
makes them feel valuable and 
important. It can’t be assumed that 
we're doing this already,” 


In the midst of her intensive academic 
discoveries, Braganza’s students at 
Redeemer remain one of her biggest 
sources of motivation and excitement. 


“The most rewarding aspect of 
teaching is gearing up the next 
generation of young leaders who 
are inspired by their faith to love 
and serve communities. I get to 
know these amazing young people, 
their interests, passions and talents, 
and then journey with them as they 
build their skills and prepare for 
God's calling.” @ 
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Decades 

of Reformed 
Scholarship 
on Display 


A dedicated faculty book section 
brings Redeemer’s legacy of research 
and scholarship to its recently 
refreshed bookstore, 21Five. 


OR MANY REDEEMER faculty, at least 

a quarter of their work time is dedicated to research 

and development. Over the many years of the 

university's existence, this is a significant investment 
in Christian scholarship and research for the common good. But 
until now, a comprehensive source of faculty publications did 
not exist in one place. With the relaunch of Redeemer’s 
bookstore, 21Five has incorporated a section dedicated to books 
authored by Redeemer faculty past and present. 


“There are enormous contributions to the Reformed tradition, 
not just from the faculty who work here now, but of a legacy of 
faculty who have been here for almost four decades,’ says Dr. 
Robert Joustra, director of the Centre for Christian Scholarship 
(CCS) and associate professor of politics and international studies. 


Joustra, along with Centre for Christian Scholarship and 21Five 
staff have been working on the faculty book section for about 


a year, researching titles from current and former 
faculty and obtaining over 50 of them. The project 
will be ongoing as current and future faculty 
members author books and book chapters. 


“Being able to highlight faculty books is 

vital for the university,” says 21Five manager 
Kristel Forcier. “These publications reflect the 
mission and identity of Redeemer. Being able 

to incorporate the new dedicated section of 
distinctly Reformed Christian scholarship into 
the launch of a store recently renamed to capture 
that mission makes an important connection. 

It allows us to give them the extra attention and 
prominence that they deserve.” 


Among the impressive collection are titles like 
Creation Regained: Biblical Basics for a Reformational 
Worldview by Albert M. Wolters, arguably the most 
influential book to come out of Redeemer, and The 
Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical 
Story by Craig Bartholomew and Michael W. Goheen. 


“THESE PUBLICATIONS 
REFLECT THE MISSION 
AND IDENTITY OF 
REDEEMER.” 


Also featured is a collection of translations of Herman 
Bavinck’s partially published manuscript, Reformed 
Ethics: Created, Fallen and Converted Humanity, of 
which assistant professor of religion and theology Dr. 
Jessica Joustra is an editor and translator. 


“Tt is important to tell the story of faithful Christian 
scholarship that Redeemer has prioritized and 
invested in over the generations,’ says Joustra. 

He muses about his CTS 110 course, Introduction to 
Christian Worldview, and how he invites his students 
into stories of the founders of Redeemer. “Last year, 
I introduced them to Elaine Botha, Bill Voortman 
and Henry deBolster, all people who had died just in 
the last few years, all people who were fundamental 
architects of what this place was meant to be. We've 
got to tell the story. In a really small way, this little 
book nook in the bookstore is about the living faith 
of the founders and their vision for a Christian 
university in Hamilton, carrying forward a tradition 
that seeks to see all things made new through the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ” @ 


Over the Moon 


Professor of English Dr. John 
Van Rys talks about his new 
short story collection. 


ESPITE HAVING THE desire to write, 
Dr. John Van Rys always seemed to be in short 
supply of time and motivation. This all changed 
during the Christmas season of 2016. 


“For a number of years, I’d been whining to my wife that I really 
wanted to try my hand at fiction; he says. “She finally said, ‘Why 
don’t you write a story for me as a Christmas present?’ I took up 
the challenge and was also able to save a little money.” 


That story ended up being included in Moonshine Promises, 
his collection of short fiction that was released by US publisher 


“My view of the world 
is one that’s very 
much informed by the 
fact that Jesus was 


a human being who 


| 


ved among us.” 


Wipf and Stock in July 2021. Each story centres 
around a man named Evan Mulder and the 
adventures and misadventures he embarks on 
with his wife, Mae, on and around their London, 
Ontario farm. Van Rys drew largely from his 
own experiences to show how even a calm and 
satisfying domestic life comes with its share of 
challenges and mishaps. 


“I haven't had to face many big crises in my life. 
However, when it came to marriage and family, 
I realized all sorts of things have happened to 

us, like deciding to adopt some of our children, 


buying a fixer-upper farmhouse and the craziness 


that comes with operating a hobby farm. I saw 
that there actually was material there, so I just 
ran with it” 


Inspired by authors like Stuart McLean and 
Garrison Keillor, Van Rys chose comedy as his 
preferred genre. 


“The comic vision of life has a truth and value to 
it that complements a more tragic view,’ he 
explains. “I think it reminds us of our own frailty 
and foolishness and shows how, in spite of our 
folly, there’s always the possibility of things 
turning out and for there to be a happy ending” 


Although he doesn’t categorize the book as 
explicitly Christian fiction, Van Rys’ faith is still 
the foundation of his work and imagination. 


“My view of the world is one that’s very much 
informed by the fact that Jesus was a human 
being who lived among us. This affirms our 
material lives and allows for that comic vision, 
the idea that life is characterized by grace and 
that God will, in the end, bring about salvation 
and redemption.” @ 
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FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Brenda 
Stephenson is an 
associate professor 
in psychology. 


Home Base 


| was born and raised in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

| spent time in America pursuing 
graduate studies in psychology, 
but returned to South Africa 

and opened a private practice 

in clinical psychology. In August 
2001, my husband, Geoff, and 

| moved to Canada when | got 
my job at Redeemer. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


The course | love teaching the 
most is Topics in Psychoanalytic 
Seminar, where we dive deeply 
into the theories and worldview 
of Carl Gustov Jung. It invites 


us to wrestle with the need to 
hold the “both-and" and not the 
“either-or" nature of life. Jung 
calls this Enantiodromia - the 
ability to hold the “tension of 
the opposites." | love seeing this 
truth lived out in the here-and- 
now of students’ lives. 


Teaching Tips 


In all my classes, | invite 
students to take a moment of 
contemplative silence at the 
beginning to help them gather 
themselves and their thoughts 
into the present moment and 
into the silence. | believe this 
allows students to become more 
receptive to their own thoughts 
as well as to hear with more 
clarity what is being taught, 
and this often leads to more 
meaningful dialogue. 


When | was a few years out of 
university and working in my 
therapy practice, | was ina 
situation where | experienced 

my own vulnerability more than 
ever before. | encountered 
Romans 8 again and the verses 
about “nothing can separate 

us from the love of God that 

is in Christ Jesus... not even 
nakedness." The idea of standing 
naked before God and letting 
him see me was terrifying. | was 
also seeing my own brokenness 
and humanness and not liking 
what | saw. | did not know if 

| could believe that | would be 
loved even though I'm imperfect. 
| was at the beach at the time, and 
after this wrestling moment with 
God, | went for a walk and picked 
up cowrie shell after cowrie shell. 
These shells are rare in South 


MOST 
PROFESSORS 
SAY WHAT THEY 
LOVE ABOUT 
REDEEMERIS 
THESTUDENTS. 
| CANNOT 
DISAGREE! 


Africa and my favourite. | felt that 
God had provided them at this 
moment for me. This gave me 
the courage to face my naked 
self and come to terms with my 
own humanity, all because | could 
believe that Christ was walking 
with me in all of it. 


In Conversation with Christ 


If | saw Jesus face to face, | would 
ask him how to find more inner 
spaciousness in a too-busy world. 


Redeemer Love 


Most professors say what they 
love about Redeemer is the 
students. | cannot disagree! 

| love the openness of students’ 
minds and how they wrestle with 
difficult material. | love to see 
their transformation between 
first and fourth year. | love to see 
how Redeemer students are 
transforming Hamilton as a city. 
So many of them have been part 
of this city's revitalization through 
their creativity, their new ways of 
forming Christian community and 
their willingness to live among the 
marginalized and disenfranchised 
and help them find their voice. @ 
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THE RELIGIOUS PROBLEM 
WITH RELIGIOUS FREEDOM: 
WHERE ARE WE NOW? 


Join Redeemer University’s Dr. Robert 
—NOV17, 2021 Joustra, with special guest André 
Noon - 1:00 p.m. YoialUiucciamicelanW-\nwn Varela me er-lale(-lanl(@ 
Virtual Live Event scan of religious freedom, its trends, 


xo) ato-laarce- lave ne)olore)aUlalini-mce)mtal~ 
fol alUixeiaya ofoisanian @r-lar-lel-i-lalon-lelcel-len 


Registration for this fall's Pastor Professor 
Exchange event is now open. The event 


will be virtual using the Zoom platform. 


TAKING NOTE 


Farewell to... 


David Mantel 


DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS 


David Mantel, director of athletics, passed away May 4, 
2021 after a courageous battle with cancer. Mantel was 
elol=l(e)(erenelaren olarepaulaniouani-lanl ol-imelmeal-necolpalaalelaliny 
silasieeclsHeRsiU le (-almclalenalialiciccmual-laneicweRerey-(elalr-lalen aare)sia 
recently as Redeemer's first full-time athletic director. 


[alen Va OVA nccre(e\elgalcimrelual(catctonelale Rexe)|(cr-[e[U-\oMrOlE 

ialicm acre] aumiolm (or-lelclesiall oll alemelatele-\e1e-lmele\-1(0)e)aa(cialin 
Mantel’s vision for Redeemer athletes was not just to 
WilavmOLOlmEOnN aM) Uidakelateln-\eieclemol0]i(ellaremexelaalaalelaliay 
through the pursuit of excellence and honouring 
Jesus Christ in all things. He was a strong advocate 
for using lessons In sport as a springboard for 
meaningful discussions about faith and life. 


Expressions of sympathy can be made to the David 
Mantel Memorial Athletic Scholarship, which has been 


established in recognition of Mantel's contributions 
iKohuatomacce|e\e/aa\omero)anlanlelaliny am Matcecreialeli-lesiallesauV|n ole 
awarded to student-athletes who demonstrate athletic 
excellence, a Christ-like character and leadership 
potential. Redeemer's outdoor soccer field has also 
been named in Mantel's honour. 
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PRESIDENT 


Dr. Robert J. Graham left his position 
as president on April 30, 2021. Graham 
served as president since August 2018 and 
of departed due to ongoing health and family 
[ss \ 4 i concerns. He served the university during 
a Ve, a critical time undertaking a fee restructuring 
= initiative, resulting In significant enrolment 
growth. During his tenure, Redeemer also achieved legislative 
changes resulting ina name change and greater degree 
granting authority, launched a new brand and began 
construction on a new residence and learning facility. 


Known for his humility, Graham was often quick to credit his 
leadership team for the many successes achieved during his 
tenure. Faculty and staff will remember Graham's unassuming 
presence and collegiality as he made the rounds on campus, 
and together with his wife, hosted groups of students for dinner 
in the dining hall. His steady faith combined with a gentle 
demeanor provided a calming effect over the past few years 

of change and pandemic upheaval. 


VICE PRESIDENT, ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE 


Ed Bosveld, vice president of administration 
and finance (VPAF) left his position at the 
end of June and will continue in a part-time 
consulting capacity to oversee key initiatives 
and ensure a smooth transition for the new 
VPAF. Bosveld joined Redeemer as interim 
VPAF in 2017, and in 2018 took on the 
position in a permanent capacity. Prior to his time at Redeemer, 
Bosveld worked as a refugee adjudicator for the Immigration 
and Refugee Board, and he has now returned to that role. 


n July, Bosveld began serving as senior advisor to the 
interim president. In this capacity, he is responsible for 
continuing to provide leadership to the campus construction 
and development projects from the new Charis Live and 
Learn Centre, roads and parking and building renovations, 
to legal matters and special projects such as Redeemer's 
partnership with the Commonwealth Games Committee. 

He will also assist with the orientation of and transition to a 
new vice president. 


Dr. Naaman Wood 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS STUDIES 


Dr. Sarah Reid 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF HEALTH SCIENCES 


Dr. Sarah Reid left her position as 
assistant professor of health sciences 
this past summer. Reid joined Redeemer 
in time for the winter 2015 term, and 
has taught broadly in health sciences 
as in the core for the past six years. 
Redeemer wishes her all the best in 
her new position in clinical trial management at a local 
hospital network. 


Dr. Naaman Wood left his position 

as associate professor of media and 
communications studies (MCS) this 

past summer. Since 2015, Wood has 
blessed Redeemer with attentiveness 

to Christian reconciliation in a hurting 
world, commitment to the MCS program, 
dedication to students and support of colleagues. Redeemer 
wishes him all the best as he begins a new position at an 
institution in Minnesota. 


TAKING NOTE CONTINUES 


Restructuring led to the closure of two programs and 
the painful loss of faculty positions related to them. 


Dr. Allan 


Prof. Raymond Dr. Sharon 


Klassen Curnew 
PROFESSOR OF ASSOCIATE ASSISTANT 
THEATRE ARTS PROFESSOR OF PROFESSOR OF 

THEATRE ARTS FRENCH 


Prof. Raymond 


Louter left Dr. Sharon Dr. Allan Curnew 
Redeemer this Klassen left left his position 
past summer her position as assistant 
after 35 years as associate professor of 
investing in professor of French in the 
students in the theatre arts summer after 
theatre arts program. He was also inthe summer 10 years at 


Redeemer. He was also chair of the 
French department. 


involved in dozens mainstage plays 
during his time at Redeemer. 


after more than 20 years at 
Redeemer. She was involved in 
many mainstage plays and also 
taught courses in the media and 
communications studies program. 


Curnew established and directed 
the program that saw French 
students spend a semester 
abroad in Montpellier, France. 
This unique program allowed 
Redeemer students to stay 

with a French family, serve the 
community through various 


Notably, he wrote and directed 
Stranger in the Land, first in 

the mid- and late-1990s and 
recrafted in 2020 as a YouTube 
premiere during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Stranger in the Land 
is the story of Anne Vander 
Berg, a woman coming to terms 


Klassen inspired students with 

her creative approach and gave 
them many opportunities to learn 
in unique and innovative ways both 
inside and outside the classroom. 


with generational trauma and 

her connection to the people 

who immigrated to Canada 

after the Nazi occupation of the 
Netherlands. Louter engaged 

in discussions with the Redeemer 
community to research and tell 

its own stories in the development 
of the play. 


She ensured students gained 
real-world experience through 
workshops in partnership with the 
Shaw Festival and by taking in plays 
at venues across southwestern 
Ontario. Klassen also formed a 
partnership to work on literacy 
projects with challenged downtown 
Hamilton elementary schools. 


organizations and 


and attend church 
classes and being 


opportunities 
_ all while taking 
immersed in 


the French language. Curnew 
enjoyed mentoring students 
both inside and outside of the 


classroom. 


TAKING NOTE CONTINUED 


Welcoming... 


Aaron Williams 


VICE PRESIDENT, 
ADMINISTRATION 
AND FINANCE 


Aaron Williams joined Redeemer 

in September as vice president, 
administration and finance. He brings 
more than 18 years of experience in 
accounting, finance and business 
leadership roles. He has successfully 
led business planning processes 

and provided financial management leadership on 
operational effectiveness, capital planning and expense 
efficiencies. He has also developed and executed 
finance strategies, most recently as the vice president, 
finance and investor relations at Sagen, the largest 
residential mortgage insurer in Canada. He is a chartered 
accountant and holds an honours bachelor of business 
administration from Wilfrid Laurier University. Highly 
regarded for his strong relationships, Williams is an 
energetic leader with a passion for people and their 
development. He has experience successfully leading 
and mentoring large teams. 


He is a passionate and faithful follower of Jesus Christ 
and he is excited about using his gifts and expertise to 
advance God's Kingdom work at Redeemer. He serves 
as treasurer on the elders’ board of his church. He also 
serves as a small group leader and as a volunteer in the 
worship ministry. 
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DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 


ark Vermeer joined 

Redeemer as director of 
information technology in 
September. He brings more 

than 30 years of IT experience, 
including in an academic 
environment. With a strong focus 
on customer service, Vermeer has successfully led 
IT in a variety of organizations, developing strategy, 
delivering projects, supporting end-user services, 
back-end infrastructure and software delivery. 
Most recently, Vermeer held the role of assistant 
vice president, technology support services at 
CIBC Mellon. 


Dr. Amber Bowen 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF CORE STUDIES AND 
PHILOSOPHY 


Dr. Amber Bowen joined 
Redeemer this summer as 
assistant professor of core studies 
and philosophy. She has a PhD in 
philosophy from the University of 
Aberdeen focusing on continental 
philosophy of religion, particularly 
Soren Kierkegaard and phenomenology. 


Dr. Lisa Devall-Martin 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF EDUCATION 


Dr. Lisa Devall-Martin joined 
Redeemer this summer as 
assistant professor of education. 
She has a PhD in entrepreneurial 
leadership in education from 
Johns Hopkins University. She is 
committed to ensuring that her 
teaching is fuelled by her passion to disrupt poverty 
through education. 


Prof. Jefferson Huebner 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF BUSINESS 


Prof. Jefferson Huebner joined Redeemer 
this summer as assistant professor of 
business. He is currently completing 

his PhD in global governance at the 
Balsillie School of International Affairs 

at Wilfrid Laurier University. He has 

held positions at Canadian Mennonite 
University and Ambrose University and has significant 
teaching experience in the not-for-profit and international 
business sectors. 


Dr. Raymond Chiu 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF BUSINESS 


Dr. Raymond Chiu joined Redeemer 

this summer as assistant professor of 
business. He has a PhD in management 
of organizational behaviour and human 
resources from McMaster University and 
an MBA in non-profit management and 
leadership from York University. The inner 
calling for his work comes from a strong commitment to the 
building of a strong civil society and the advancement of 
organizations that are society's lifeblood, especially voluntary 
organizations and religious communities. 


Dr. Aaron Smith 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF SOCIAL WORK 


Dr. Aaron Smith joined Redeemer this 
summer as assistant professor of social 
work. He has a PhD in social work at 

Wilfrid Laurier University and has extensive 
experience teaching in social work programs 
and supervising students’ field education 
experiences at Renison and King's University 
Colleges and Emmanuel Bible College. Smith will be taking on 
a leadership role in the continued development of the internship 
aspect of the growing social work program as its first director 
of field education. 


Dy aan Koy ays VZom e)i/= 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF KINESIOLOGY 


Dr. Lorenzo Love began a tenure- 
track position as assistant 
professor of kinesiology and 
physical education this summer. 
Love recently received his PhD 
from Western University. His 
research examines the function 
and regulation of enzymes related to glycolysis 

(the first step of cellular metabolism arising from 
the breakdown of sugar). Love most recently served 
as a sessional faculty member at Redeemer. 


Dr. Doug Sikkema 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF CORE STUDIES AND 
ENGLISH 


Dr. Doug Sikkema began 

a tenure-track position as 
assistant professor of core 
studies and English this summer. 
Sikkema recently completed his 
PhD in English at the University 
of Waterloo with a specialization 
in contemporary American literature, particularly 
regarding matters of religion and the environment. 
He is a Redeemer alumnus ('06) with a double major 
in English and philosophy, and most recently served 
ina sessional role in the core program. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Finding Passion 
in Business 


OCTOBER 26/ 8 P.M. 


Register now to receive 
the event link. 


The Redeemer School of 
Business presents a webinar 
with Google researcher Sherol 
Chen as she shares how 
following her passion brought 
purpose to her work in the tech 
industry, researching Al and 
educating others. Business 
alumni from Redeemer will 
also bring their expertise 

and share how their degree 
set them apart and prepared 
them to be Christian leaders 
and entrepreneurs in their 
workplaces. 


Alumni Week 


NOVEMBER 1-6 


Redeemer is celebrating alumni 
this week through a variety 

of events, contests, trivia and 
prizes! Check your inbox and 
the Redeemer Alumni Facebook 
group this week to participate. 


For more information about 
events at Redeemer, visit 
redeemer.ca/events. 
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NOVEMBER 6, 


redeemer.ca/open-house 


Come to Redeemer's campus and see what we're all about! We've opened our 
doors to give students and their families an opportunity to explore our campus 


and meet some of our staff and students. 


Distinguished Alumni 
Award 2021 Reception 


NOVEMBER 2 / 
CARMEN’S C HOTEL / 


Registration required 


Join us in celebration of 

Betty Brouwer '88, the 2021 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
winner, in recognition of her work 
with Hamilton youth as a registered 
psychotherapist and art therapist. 


10/20/30 Reunion 


NOVEMBER 6 / VIRUTAL 


redeemer.ca/10-20-30 


Redeemer is hosting a reunion 
honouring the classes of '11, '01, 
and '91. Members of these classes 
are invited to participate and share 
in this unique celebration. 


orofessor 


EXCHANGE 


Pastor Professor Exchange 
The Religious Problem with 
Religious Freedom: Where 
Are We Now? 


NOVEMBER 17 / VIRTUAL 
NOON - 1P.M. 


Registration for this fall's 
Pastor Professor Exchange 
event is now open. The event 
will be virtual using the Zoom 
platform. 


In Ten Lessons for a Post- 
Pandemic World, Fareed Zakaria 
argues that the pandemic hasn't 
introduced many new trends, 
but that it has intensified existing 
or emerging ones. At least one 
of those has been the growing 
fissure between religion and non- 
religion in Canada and abroad. 
Join Redeemer University's Dr. 
Robert Joustra, with special 
guest André Schutten from 

the Association for Reformed 
Political Action (ARPA), for a 
pandemic scan of religious 
freedom, its trends, concerns 
and opportunities for the church, 
both in Canada and abroad. 
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fit together? The answer begins 
with the truth that Jesus is king 
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At Redeemer University, you'll 
have time to learn and prepare 


but also to experiment and explore. 
heM UV al-1a-mVelU anne] idanelale MaUndela= 
come together so you're ready. 


READY FOR WHAT? ANYTHING. 
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